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GRAB A FREE 
2018 OM&M 
WALLPLANNER

cOME ALONG 
tO OUR NEW 
NEtWORKiNG 
MEEtiNG

StAMP  
DUtY AND 
FiRSt-tiME 
BUYERS

SEE OUR 2017 
cHRiStMAS  
cARD WiNNER

Get organised  
in 2018 with our
FREE Life Organiser
Many find the new year a great opportunity to have a tidy up at home and get 
themselves organised. So, what about getting your affairs in order and giving your 
family a helping hand after your death, as a new year’s resolution? One that could make 
a huge difference to you and your loved ones?

the Osborne Morris & Morgan Life 
Organiser
A Life Organiser is a single document 
which provides an essential overview of 
all the information needed for your loved 
ones to correctly manage your affairs. 
Knowing they aren’t missing anything, 
also helps provides them with peace of 
mind.

This easy-to-complete document contains 
all the important information to help your 
family once you are gone and is divided up 
into the following areas:

n Personal information
n Household information

n Working life
n Vehicles
n Finances
n Credit cards & store accounts
n Investments
n Life insurance
n Income
n Pets
n Funeral wishes

Are you protecting your ‘Digital Legacy’?
The Osborne Morris & Morgan Life 
Organiser offers advice on a secure and 
easy way to pass on details of your digital 
legacy to your loved ones so that nothing 
is overlooked. Make a resolution you can 

keep this year. Get our Life Organiser 
pack and save your loved ones from stress 
and unnecessary difficulties at an already 
emotionally charged time. 

We can make a difference
Along with the preparation of fixed-fee 
Wills and FREE Life Organiser packs, our 
team can provide advice on protecting 
your digital legacy, inheritance tax and 
setting up trusts. We can also advise on 
how to deal with someone’s affairs after 
they have died.

To request your FREE copy call 01525 378177, 
email us at info@ommlaw.co.uk or visit us at  
our offices in Leighton buzzard. 

DID you 
kNow? 

75% of people do not pass 
on their bank details to 

their loved ones
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We are amongst the 16% of practices in 
the country who hold the prestigious 
mark. 

What does this mean for clients?
Lexcel may not be a word you hear 
everyday, but it is significant for law firms 
and their clients. As clients, you can be 
assured and have confidence that our 
practice is managed to a high standard 
and that your matter will be well looked 
after. 

The Lexcel Practice Management 
Standard is recognised as the gold star 
legal quality mark and is only awarded to 
practices that are able to demonstrate that 

they meet the highest management and 
client care standards.

The staff at OM&M work hard throughout 
the year to obtain the extremely high 
standards set by Lexcel, and we are proud 
of holding this achievement.  

Well done team!

lExcEl accREDITaTIoN
We are delighted to announce that we have once again, been awarded Lexcel 
accreditation for the 14th year running.  

NEw STaFF mEmBERS

Sarah joined the team 
in November 2017 as an 
Administration Assistant 
in the Private Client Department, 
assisting with Conveyancing, Court 
of Protection, Matrimonial, Wills, 
Probate and Trust matters.

congratulations to laura 
on exam success!
A huge 
congratulations 
to Laura on 
passing her ‘STEP 
Administration of 
Trusts’ exam. 

She has worked very 
hard towards this 
achievement. 

wEll 
DoNE 

lauRa!

wooDSIDE RovERS Fc 
SpoNSoRShIp

We are delighted to have renewed the 
support and sponsorship for the current 
football season with Woodside FC U11’s.

This is now the 4th year that OM&M 
have shown this support and we hope it 
continues long into the future.

#christmasJumperDay
On December 15th we took full 
advantage of #ChristmasJumperDay 
in the office by swapping our workwear 
for the fun-knit! 

We had a fantastic response - receiving 
over 50 entries, making it very difficult 
for us to choose a favourite.  

And it was Skye’s festive scene, that 
included Father Christmas, a friendly 
snowman and a decorated Christmas 
tree, that was a big hit with the judges - 
made up of team members from Osborne 
Morris & Morgan. 

The five-year-old received MK Theatre 
vouchers to watch a performance of her 
choice, with her family, and a pack of 
her own Christmas cards featuring her 
design. 

On hearing of her daughter’s win, Skye’s 
mother said; “Skye enjoyed drawing her 
picture as she loves Father Christmas. We 
were over the moon when it was chosen 
as the winner and Skye has requested that 
we use her vouchers to go and see Matilda 
in the theatre.”

Paul Lockhart, Practice Manager here at 
Osborne Morris & Morgan said: 

“Once again, we decided this year to 
hand over the reins to children within 
the community to design our company 
Christmas card.

We loved Skye’s interpretation of 
Christmas and would like to say a big 
congratulations to her for winning.

We would also like to thank all the 
children who took the time to draw and 
send in their designs, we loved looking at 
every single one of them.”

Skye was presented with her prize at our 
Leighton Buzzard office. 

Skye’s our 2017 christmas card 
competition winner! 
in November we launched a competition on our Facebook page, asking children 
within the community, to help us with our company christmas card design for 
this year. 

Sarah Stothard
administration assistant
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Our solicitors can make a difference

Those buying their first home in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland now pay 
zero stamp duty on purchases of up to 
£300,000 and 5% of the portion if over 
£300,000 and up to £500,000. 

This exempts 80% of first time buyers 
from stamp duty tax and could save them 
up to £5,000 for a property purchase price 
of £300,000. 

Our conveyancing experts answer some 
questions that you may have…

 i am buying my first house. How much 
Stamp Duty Land tax do i have to  
pay now?

The new stamp duty rates for first-time 
buyers in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, who are purchasing up to 
£500,000, will pay as follows: 

Up to £300,000 purchase price:  
0% stamp duty

£300,000 to £500,000: 5% (on that 
portion of the purchase price)

i ’m buying a home with someone who 
is not a first-time buyer, do we benefit 
from the new system?

Sadly no, both purchasers must be first-
time-buyers in order to qualify for the 
lower rates. 

What if my first home is costing over the 
£500,000 threshold?

Unfortunately, you will not benefit from 
the new changes to the Stamp Duty Land 
Tax and the standard system will apply. 

Please note, Stamp Duty Land Tax is very 
individual to each client, other questions 
may be required to confirm the correct 
tax is being paid. 

osborne morris & morgan - members of the 
law Society’s conveyancing Quality (cQS)

When you instruct Osborne Morris & 
Morgan for any of your conveyancing 
matters, you will find that we provide a 
proactive service and will communicate 
clearly with you all the way.  

You will be looked after by our small 
team of dedicated property solicitors 
who will keep you fully informed every 
step of the way.

For assistance, please speak to one of 
our Conveyancing team members on 
01525 378177.

FIRST-TImE BuyERS BENEFIT 
FRom ThE auTumN BuDgET 2017

the Autumn Budget 2017 introduced a stamp duty system to help the majority of 
first-time buyers get onto the property ladder.

?

?

?

NEw wEBSITE comINg 2018!

We are very excited to be launching our 
brand new website in the new year.

The whole site, including new content, 
is being revamped to enhance the user 
experience, making it easier to read and 
navigate.

We love to be organised here at 
OM&M, and so we thought we would 
create wall planners for everyone to 
use for both work or play! 

The wall planners are FREE and 
available to collect from our office on 
West Street in Leighton Buzzard.

NEw REcEpTIoN Tv FoR 
vISIToRS aND clIENTS

We have had a new 
television installed in 
our reception area for 
visitors and clients 
to enjoy. Let us know 
your thoughts!

November - make a will 
month with willen hospice

During November 2017, Osborne Morris 
& Morgan provided a number of Wills 
services in return for a donation to Willen 
Hospice, as part of Make a Will Month.

We partnered with the registered charity 
to highlight the importance of having 
a Will in order to prevent intestate 
succession and protect your family.

If you die without a Will, the state decides 
which family members will inherit your 
estate and in what proportion, which can 
lead to disputes within families.

The promotion proved very popular, 
with available slots taken up within just a 
couple of days. 

The om&m Reverse advent calendar
in December, we asked the local community to help us 
bring a little festive cheer to those in need, by supporting 
our Reverse Advent calendar. 

We collected for the community Food Bank and Toy Appeal, 
run by The Salvation Army and delivered food items and festive 
treats to the local families who depend on the initiatives. 

Our Associate Legal Executive, Jemma Wixted, who managed 
the project said;

“People from across the town have been coming into the office 
with food items and presents, it’s great to see the community 
supporting such a worthwhile cause during this festive season.” 

- NEw -
Osborne Morris 
& Morgan Wall 
Planners - grab 

yours now!
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om&m aND ThE woBuRN 
hoTEl paRTNER FoR FacEBook 
compETITIoN
We were delighted to partner with the Woburn Hotel, last November, for a 
giveaway competition on social media. 

DoN’T mISS ouR  
NExT compETITIoN!
we run several social media competitions 
throughout the year. ‘Like’ our facebook 
page to get involved in the next one;  
www.facebook.com/ommlaw

JoIN uS FoR coFFEE & coNNEcT lEIghToN BuzzaRD - 
EvERy laST wEDNESDay oF ThE moNTh
On Wednesday 31st January we are launching a new monthly networking event, called ‘coffee & connect Leighton Buzzard’.

laura is R.E.D!
Laura Everitt, our Conveyancing and 
Trusts solicitor, will once again be 
donning her running shoes and beating 
the blues in January, by joining the Run 
Every Day January movement. 

The RED event, set up by charity, Mind, 
encourages people to get off their sofa 
and go for a run everyday, at a distance 
of their choice. There is no target, but you 
can choose to fundraise. 

“Everyone can get involved and with free 
registration, there’s no better opportunity 
to get fit and healthy in the new year”,  
says Laura. 

To get involved in r.e.D. , simply visit  
www.runeverydayjanuary.com

Facebook users were invited 
to ‘like’ our page and share 
the competition post for a 
chance to win a voucher 
for Festive Afternoon Tea 
for two at The Woburn 
Hotel. 

After an overwhelming 
response, Nadine Clarke 
from Leighton Buzzard was 
chosen at random and announced 
as the lucky winner.

Nadine, who is due to be married at The 
Woburn Hotel this year, said of the news 
“This was a fantastic competition with a 
great prize and I am very grateful to have 
won. I think what OMM has been doing 
both on social media and also in the local 

community is fantastic. Thank 
you so much. I’m so happy - I 

can’t stop smiling.”

Nadine and her Maid 
of Honour will be able 
to enjoy a selection of 
afternoon tea foods, 

including delicate finger 
sandwiches, homemade 

scones a selection of tempting 
cakes and pastries. 

We would like to say a very special thank 
you to The Woburn Hotel, for donating 
the generous prize. 

for more information about The woburn hotel  
and their festive afternoon Tea, visit  
www.thewoburnhotel.co.uk

We are inviting all businesses and other 
organisations and societies to come along 
and join us 

Our office manager, Paul Lockhart, says

“Unlike other networking groups there 
are no membership fees, no referral 
requirements and no minimum number 
of meetings to attend. 

Our groups will give representatives 
from businesses and other organisations 
the chance to meet one another, share 
what they do and form strong links in an 
informal and friendly setting. 

Meetings will be held on every last 
Wednesday of the month, at The Cupcake 

Café on Hockliffe Street, between 10:30 
and 11:30am - the perfect time to stop in 
the morning for a coffee or a cuppa!

No booking is required, you can just 
drop-in and pay £3 for a tea or coffee 
and a slice of cake!”

For more information about 
the networking group, contact 
Sarah Winters on 01525 378177 
or via email: Sarah.Winters@
ommlaw.co.uk.  You can also 
find up-to-date information on the 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
CoffeeandConnectLeightonBuzzard

We are looking forward to seeing you!

Coffee&Connect
LEigHton BUzzarD

youR  
chaNcE To  

NETwoRk wITh  
oThER local  
BuSINESSES!


