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If someone you know and care about 
no longer has capacity to make certain 
decisions on their own and you want 
to help them, there are steps you can 
take to support them in managing 
their affairs.

Even after a person has gone through a 
serious illness, brain injury or has been 
diagnosed with a learning disability, 
they are assumed to have capacity unless 
proven otherwise. Therefore, a capacity 
assessment will need to be carried out, by 
a medical expert, independent assessor or 
a social worker. 

When a person is deemed to have lost 
mental capacity (‘the Protected Party’), 
a Deputy can be appointed by the Court 
of Protection to make important life 
decisions in relation to their property and 
finances and/or their health and welfare.

Who can be a Deputy?
A family member or close friend can 
apply to be appointed as a Deputy. 
Alternatively, it can also be  a professional 
person, such as a solicitor.

The person must be over the age of 18 

and deemed to have mental capacity 
themselves.  The Court of Protection will 
usually prefer to appoint a professional 
person as Deputy in certain situations. 

What are the types of Deputy?
The Court of Protection has defined two 
types of Deputy:

n  Property and Financial Affairs - Dealing 
with financial affairs e.g. paying bills

n  Health and Welfare - Dealing with 
matters such as medical treatment.

An appointed person can act as one 
type, or both but each require a separate 
application 

What is the difference between a Deputy 
and LPA?
Both the Deputy and a Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA) roles are the appointment 
of a person to assist with the management 
of either property and affairs and/or 
health and welfare of a person. An LPA 
is executed and an attorney appointed by 
the Protected Party when they still have 
capacity. This means that the person has 
complete control over who is appointed 
as their Attorney A LPA for property and 
financial affairs can also be used prior to 

someone losing capacity if for 
example they are unable to get to 
the bank due to an injury. A Health 
and Welfare LPA can only be used once a 
person no longer has capacity.  

If an LPA is not entered into and signed 
before a person loses capacity, then the 
appointment of a Deputy be will needed. 
It is important to note that once a person 
has lost capacity, no one else has authority 
to manage their day to day affairs unless 
they have been appointed as Deputy. 

Contact Osborne Morris & Morgan - Court 
of Protection Specialists 
Seeing a loved one lose capacity can be a 
stressful experience to go through, and 
with so many options out there, it can be 
difficult to know what to do next. 

Our team of specialist Court of Protection 
solicitors can advise you and support 
you with the process of applying for 
Deputyship. We can also support you 
with the tasks, paperwork, tax returns 
and reports that come with the role.

If you would like to know more, please call us on 
01525 378177, or you can contact us via our 
website www.ommlaw.co.uk.

Court of Protection:  
Who can be a Deputy? 
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WIN a Cadbury Dairy Milk 
Easter Hamper

Spring is here - the perfect time to get 
organised!

To celebrate the new season, we’re 
promoting our Will writing services and 
giving you the chance to WIN a Cadbury 
Dairy Milk Easter Hamper.

To enter, simply visit our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/ommlaw for details.

HURRY! Competition closes on Friday 29th  
March 2019.

Our Medical Negligence team at 
Osborne Morris & Morgan have recently 
won the highest regional ranking 
in the Chambers & Partners Guide 
and recovered millions of pounds in 
compensation for their clients.

And now, David Turner, who is head of 
Medical Negligence and a Senior Partner 
at the firm, has recently been reaccredited 
as a member of the AvMA Specialist 
Clinical Negligence Panel. AvMA is a 
national charity working for patient safety 
and victims of medical accidents. 

AvMA recognised David’s application as 
being a “high standard, representative 
of a senior clinical negligence specialist 
with a sub-speciality in catastrophic 
injury claims” and noted that David had 
represented clients in “strongly contested 

matters involving complex issues where 
good outcomes were ultimately achieved”.

Most importantly, AvMA recognised 
OM&M’s commitment to obtaining 
the best financial outcome for their 
clients noting “We were also very 
interested to see that you do not deduct 
a success fee or shortfall in fees from a 
client’s compensation. That has become 
increasingly unusual and is a real positive 
in terms of the client focus of the firm”.

Another reason why Osborne Morris & 
Morgan have one of the best Medical 
Negligence teams in the country

Wel l done Alex
A huge well done to Alex 
who has passed her driving 
test and is out on the road!! 

OM&M have been announced as 
finalists once again for the SME Luton 
& Bedfordshire Business Awards.

We are hoping to retain the Leighton 
Buzzard Business of The Year title, after 
winning the award last year. We are also 
contenders for the Service Excellence 
Award.

Fingers crossed!

Practice Manager, Paul Lockhart, said

“We are thrilled once again, to be 
recognised by these awards. Our teams 
have continued to work incredibly hard in 
all areas of the business over the past year.

The community is so important to us. In 
the past 12 months, we have organised 
and been involved in a number of 
projects and fundraised, and donated, 
over £7,000 for local charities and other 
organisations. We’ve also been running 
Coffee&Connect Leighton Buzzard - an 
affordable opportunity for businesses to 
meet monthly and network in the town.

All of our solicitors are experts in their field 
and strive to provide service excellence 
both in terms of business performance 
and providing exceptional client care. 
We are proud of our recently retained 
Lexcel award - the highly prestigious Law 
Society’s Practice Management quality 
mark.

I’d like to say a huge thanks to our clients 
and our committed teams here at OM&M.  

We look forward to the awards evening 
and celebrating with our colleagues, 
and other local businesses, whatever the 
result”.

WE ARE SME LUTON & BEDS BUSINESS 
AWARDS FINALISTS!

New company video
We have a new video... telling you  
all about us!

We’d love  
to know your 

thoughts 

To check it out, simply visit our website  
www.ommlaw.co.uk - where you will find our 
new video on our homepage. 

WIN!

MAY DAY FAYRE
Osborne Morris & 
Morgan wish to 
congratulate The Rotary 
Club of Leighton-
Linslade for 30 years  
of May Day magic!

This year’s event 
takes place on 

Monday  
6th May
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The #OMM Easter 
Eggstravaganza!
All of our solicitors are egg-sperts in 
their field (see what we did there?!), 
and so it is only right that we celebrate 
with an Easter Eggstravaganza!

We’re inviting you all this Easter, to join 
us at Leighton Buzzard Railway Station 
on Wednesday 17th April - where our 
very own Easter bunny will be giving 
away FREE bags of Lindt chocolate eggs 
to commuters and the community of 
Leighton Buzzard. Yummy!

We will also be launching an egg-citing 
#OMMEaster prize draw, where you will 
have the chance to win an Afternoon Tea 
for Two voucher at Woburn Hotel.

Entering is FREE and easy - simply 
complete a prize draw entry card on the 
day. You can also enter the prize draw via 
our Twitter page @ommlaw.

The winner will be chosen at random and 
announced on our social media on Good 
Friday.

So, be quick! And come on down to 
Leighton Buzzard Railway Station on 
the morning of Wednesday 17th April - 
where we’ll be from 6am.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
We wish you and your family a cracking Easter

Exam success for 
Amber, Laura & Sarah
We’d like to say a huge congratulations 
to both of our Accounts Assistants, 
Amber Riggs & Sarah Stothard, who 
have both recently passed exams 
towards their AAT qualification.

Sarah Stothard
Book keeping transactions exam level 2 AAT 

Amber Riggs
Achieved AAT Level 2 qualification with merit

Also, our Trusts and Conveyancing 
solicitor, Laura Everitt, has passed 
her most recent 
exam, ‘Estate & Trust 
Accounting’. The exam 
is Part 2 towards her 
STEP qualification.

A young couple from Leighton Buzzard, 
were chosen as the winners of our 
‘Happy New Home’ competition. 

Mr Jonathan Leung and his partner, Leah 
Ma, requested a Conveyancing quotation 
from our website in January, and in doing 
so, entered our competition - giving them 
the chance to win a ‘Happy New Home’ 
hamper, full of goodies and a 
bottle of bubbly!

We received 37 entries, and it 
was Mr Leung and 
Ms Ma’s quotation 
that was randomly 
chosen as the winner 
of our competition. 

The couple, who are 
looking to make their 
next house move 
imminently, were 
given the good news 
that they had won 
on the 18th February, 
after the competition had 

closed. Ms Ma collected the prize from 
our office.

Sarah Winters, Office Manager of 
Osborne Morris & Morgan solicitors, 
said; 

“We would like to congratulate Mr Leung 
and Ms Ma on winning our ‘Happy New 
Home’ competition and wish them every 

success in their search for their 
next home. 

Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to enter. We do 

hope that we can help you 
with your Conveyancing.  

Keep your eyes peeled 
for our next competition, 
at Easter, for a chance to 
win a very special treat 
for two!”. 

LOCAL HOMEOWNERS WIN  
OUR COMPETITION

Why you need our  
FREE Life Organiser
Have you thought about what WILL 
happen to your estate when you are gone 
and what then of the organisation of all 
your bank accounts, savings, bills and 
other important aspects of your life?

We would expect our loved ones to be 
able to give our full name and date of birth 
when filling in forms, but what about our 
national insurance number and details of 
any benefits or entitlements? These are 
all required when reporting a death to 
government organisations.

And then there’s our social media, email 
and other online accounts we use every 
day. This is where our Life Organiser will 
help, everyone.

OUR LIFE ORGANISER IS FREE
To get yours, either request one via our website 
www.ommlaw.co.uk , or call us on  
01525 378177.

at The Woburn Hotel

Afternoon  
Tea for 2

WIN  

REQUEST 
YOUR COPY 

TODAY!
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Our commitment to the community... 
Raising valuable funds for the charities close to our hearts

You may remember, that in December, 
we organised another Reverse Advent 
Calendar to help the homeless on the 
countdown to Christmas. 

We asked members of the public to help us, 
by bringing in food items and Christmas 
gifts to our office, for The Salvation Army 
to collect, to then prepare into parcels. 

The charity then distribute the parcels to 
vulnerable families and disadvantaged 
individuals in the local area. 

Admin Assistant, Alex Glyde, said; “This 
was the second time we had organised 
a Reverse Advent Calendar and once 
again, we were inundated with food items 
and festive treats for those in need this 
Christmas. 

There is a huge financial strain on many 
people around Christmas, and for many 
people, keeping warm and avoiding 
hunger is enough of a challenge in itself. 

Thank you to everyone who helped us this 
year.” 

To find out more about The Salvation Army and 
their initiatives to make a difference to people’s 
lives, you can visit www.salvationarmy.org.uk 

Christmas  
Jumper Day
On December 14th, we joined millions 
of employees across the country and 
put on our wacky knits and made a 
donation for Save The Children’s annual 
Christmas Jumper Day.

In doing so, we raised a total of £70 on the 
day.

Admin Assistant, Alex Glyde, said: “We 
were delighted to support Christmas 
Jumper Day. It’s a fantastic cause that 
does so much good, raising money and 
awareness for children here in the UK and 
around the world”.

Since its launch in 2012, Christmas Jumper 
Day has raised more than £17million for 
the world’s most vulnerable children.

On Friday 15th March we organised several 
fundraising activities here at the OM&M office, 
including  ‘Guess Katherine Ryans’s favourite 
cupcake’ sweepstake and ‘Pin the Nose’ on  
Lenny Henry. 

We all donated £2 to dress down for the day and enjoyed lots of 
lovely cake from our bake sale.

Easter came early for Sarah Stephen, from our Medical 
Negligence department, who was lucky enough to win a big 
Easter egg, a 12 pack of crème eggs and 2 family packs of mini eggs! We also ran a 
sweepstake and played lots of fun games for the team to win other lovely Easter treats!

Everyone had fun raising money for Comic Relief 2019.  
We raised a grand sum of £176.25!

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 

RED NOSES AT OM&M! 



YOUR  
CHANCE TO  

NETWORK WITH  
OTHER LOCAL  
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Our networking event for local businesses, Coffee & Connect 
Leighton Buzzard, is changing venue. 

Meetings will continue to be held on every last Wednesday of 
the month, but at Amore Bakery Cafe on Hockliffe Street, 
between 10:30 and 11:30am - the perfect time to stop in 
the morning for a coffee or a cuppa!

No booking is required, you can just drop-in and pay £3 
for a tea or coffee and a slice of cake!

For more information about the networking group,  
contact Alex Glyde on 01525 378177 or email:  
Alex.Glyde@ommlaw.co.uk.  
You can also find up-to-date information on the Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/CoffeeandConnectLeightonBuzzard

We are looking 
forward to  
seeing you!

It’s important to be prepared and leave formal instructions 
for what should happen to your assets after your death. You 
can detail how you wish your estate to be distributed by 
making a Will. 

But for some people, a Will is more than a list of bequests, it can 
be a chance to leave a loved-one a final gesture. These last words 
can include some unexpected details. 

We’ve rounded up 5 of our most favourite weird Wills made by 
the famous.

Harry Houdini
The World-renowned escape artist had a special interest 

in the afterlife, so much so, that he promised his wife, Bess, that 
he would contact her after he died, using a secret code consisting 
of ten words. After his death in 1926, his Will stated that Bess 
was to hold annual seances on the anniversary of the performer’s 
death, and for ten years, Bess did just that. No one knows if Bess 
ever made contact with her late husband. 

William Shakespeare
In 1616, Britain’s most 

famous playwright left his 
daughters £150 each...that’s 
£380,000 in today’s money. 
Shakespeare’s wife, Anne 
Hathaway, however, received 
his “second-best” bed - a snub 
from beyond the grave. Although common to bequeath your 
bed to someone in the 17th century, the person who William left 
his own elaborate four-poster bed to, remains a mystery.   

Dusty Springfield
Following her death in 1999, the British singer, who was 

also a devoted animal-rights activist, requested that her 13-year-
old pedigree feline, Nicholas: 

n  be fed baby food especially imported to Britain from the 
United States.

n  live in a 7-foot indoor tree house lined with scratch pads and 
catnip.

n  be serenaded to sleep each night by a stereo system playing 
his master’s greatest pop hits.

Gene Roddenberry
Eugene Roddenbury, the creator of Star Trek, instructed 

that his ashes be scattered via a space satellite orbiting earth. 
Roddenberry, who also invented the notable quote “to boldly go 
where no one has gone before”, got his wish after he died in 1991. 
His wife’s remains followed in 2009. 

Mark Gruenwald
The Marvel Comic book writer and editor stated that 

that he wished for his ashes to be mixed with the ink used to 
print the comic books. His wishes were carried out when he died 
in 1996. 

Whilst it is important that your Will reflects your wishes, it is 
important to remember that it is a legal document, that has to 
be planned and written carefully, in valid legal terms. By using a 
solicitor who has extensive legal knowledge in Will writing, you 
can avoid the pitfalls of a poorly-worded Will and the heartache 
and cost this can leave for your loved ones.

To speak with our specialist Wills, Probate & Powers of Attorney team, please call 
us on 01525 378177.

5 OF THE MOST WEIRD WILLS

Coffee&Connect 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD

NEW  
VENUE

Amore Bakery Cafe  
Hockliffe Street
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The Will Writing Process

ENQUIRY
You contact us to make 

an appointment

A step-by-step guide to writing your Will with OM&M

DRAFT WILL
We prepare a  

draft Will

REVIEW
We send to you  

for review

MEETING
The final copy is presented  

for you to sign, with  
witnesses

STORAGE
We store your Will  

at OM&M

AMENDMENTS
Any amendments  

are made

WILLS CARD
We provide you with 
a Wills card to pass 

onto family

MEETING
We meet to discuss your 

needs & wishes

Our Wills team Sarah Crook  
and Lizzy Clarke are here to help

info@ommlaw.co.uk 
01525 378177


